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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE QUESTIONS HONG KONG’S ASYLUM POLICY,
IMMIGRATION DETENTION, AND ANTI-TRAFFICKING EFFORTS

HONG KONG - The United Nations Human Rights Committee has released a List of Issues for
Hong Kong's fourth cycle review under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(“ICCPR”) . The Hong Kong government is required to provide a written response to the list of
issues ahead of the next stage of the review process, a formal dialogue between the Committee
and the government, which is expected in late 2021.

The Committee raised questions about an array of human rights issues, including:

- Procedural safeguards for asylum seekers detained under immigration powers and
measures taken to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in immigration detention
facilities ([12],[13])

- Issues concerning the Unified Screening Mechanism, including its low substantiation rate,
the provision of free legal assistance, the publication of decisions of the Torture Claims
Appeal Board, and guidelines on protecting vulnerable asylum seekers ([14])

- Issues concerning Hong Kong'’s asylum policy, including refugees’ right to work, right of
abode and the legal status of children born to refugees in Hong Kong ([13])

- Steps taken to combat all forms of human trafficking and protect victims of trafficking ([15])

- Steps taken to protect migrant domestic workers from exploitation by agencies and
employers ([16])

To facilitate the Committee’s preparation for the List of Issues, Justice Centre Hong Kong
provided a submission in May with a focus on the ICCPR’s application in the migration context.
Our submission details our concerns with the Unified Screening Mechanism, the Government’s
asylum policy, arbitrary detention in the immigration context and the lack of protection for victims
of human trafficking in all its forms.

Melanie McLaren, Interim Co-Executive Director of Justice Centre, observed: “Human rights
enshrined in the ICCPR protect everyone in Hong Kong, including asylum seekers, refugees,
victims of trafficking and other migrants who are too often overlooked. We hope the Hong Kong
Government will provide concrete answers to the Human Rights Committee’s List of Issues and
engage constructively in the review process.”
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About Justice Centre Hong Kong

Justice Centre Hong Kong is a non-profit organisation focused on the promotion of human rights through
our legal, psychosocial, research, policy and advocacy work. We are committed to driving change for a just
and fair society.

Founded in 2007 as Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre, over seven years we helped over 2,000 men,
women and children on the road to a new life.

Building on our expertise in refugee issues, in 2014 we identified a clear need for an increased response
to tackling forced labour and human trafficking in Hong Kong, and expanded our remit to fill this gap and
rebranded as Justice Centre Hong Kong. We now help around 300 people each year through our direct
services and aim to benefit many more through our research, policy and advocacy work.
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